
 “When we came here, we 
did discover a great little children’s 
library here at JFC Brunssum, but 
there was no story time at all and it 
just seemed tragic in our educated 
community; and being a mom of three 
kids and knowing a lot of other moms 
with kids I really saw a need for this in 
our community.” 

In the United States, it is 
estimated that up to 10 percent of 
children have learning disabilities. 
Reading to children at a young age 
encourages and develops creative 
thinking skills and promotes reading 

as an enjoyable activity. And though 
young children may not be able to 
read the words on the page, Ross says 
that word and picture association plays 
a key role in getting young children 
interested in reading. 

“Just understanding there’s 
meaning behind words and pictures 
and to make the books real so there’s 
something more that they’re looking 
at, they realize their having a relation-
ship with books and they can get 
pleasure as well as information from 
them,” says Ross. 

Guest reader, Mary Anne Flanagan reads to the young children who attend the story time group every Tuesday at the JFC Brunssum Chapel. The weeks theme was bears 
and animals and some children even brought their own teddy-bears from home to read with them. 

The parents who attend 
story time also benefit from the 
group. By attending the weekly 
activity, parents get a chance to 
meet and socialize with other par-
ents, as well as spend quality time 
with their children and get pleasure 
out of seeing their children interact 
with books and other children. 

“Just sitting with the 
other kids and interacting with the 
books…it’s really coming here with 
the other kids and getting to interact 
that I think she enjoys the most,” 
says Alicia Mulhern, who’s three 

year-old daughter has become a 
regular at the reading groups.  

Though the story time 
only started a few months ago, 
it has really developed into a 
regular Tuesday activity for 
many of the moms and their 
young children. Ross hopes 
that trend continues and, per-
haps will blossom into some-
thing bigger. 

“We have different 
moms that are coming all the 
time, and it’s wonderful, it’s 

really growing we have educators 
that are reading consistently sharing 
their time and talents, so it’s really 
wonderful,” says Ross. “The next 
step is that we can eventually be 
back in the library where we’re 
surrounded by books and we can 
really expose the children to books. 
But, at least right now they’re visu-
ally seeing books being read to 
them and being involved with 
books.” 

 

By LaDonna Davis 
A new story time group that 

meets every Tuesday at 10 a.m. at the 
JFC Brunssum Chapel gives parents 
with children between the ages of 0 to 
four a way to introduce their kids to 
books, all the while enhancing their 
literacy and social skills. 

Story Time is a grass-roots 
program that survives solely on a vol-
unteer reader basis. During the hour, 
children and their parents get the chance 
to hear different themed books read to 
them and engage in activities and songs 
that help stimulate young children’s 
minds. 

  The group was cre-
ated in November by Jenna Ross, 
a mother of three who hails from 
San Antonio, Texas. 

It was in Texas, Ross 
says, that she and her family be-
gan attending story times in the 
libraries and really incorporating 
regular library visits into her 
family’s way of life. 

“As our children got 
older, I saw how much story time 
benefited us on a community level as an 
outreach with other moms, and espe-
cially for the children to be seeing mod-
els of people enjoying stories and to 
really have an association of fun with 
books and the library,” Ross says. 

But, when Ross and her 
husband PCS’d to The Netherlands in 
July, she realized there was a no story 
time in the community for her young 
children to attend and recognized the 
need for a program that catered to in-
fants and toddlers as a way to introduce 
literacy into their lives. 

Story time group introduces reading to infants and 
 toddlers 
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Photo by LaDonna Davis 

Two-year old, Kaylie Washko, enjoys some one on one time sifting through 
this weeks selection with guest reader Mary Anne before the story time group 
begins. 

Photo by LaDonna Davis 
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By LaDonna Davis 

Schinnen Military Police can now 
carry on their duties a little bit easier due to 
the arrival of two new MP patrol trucks. 

 The 2005 Ford Explorer vehicles 
arrived in December and have allowed for 
the Schinnen MP’s to carry out duty essential 
missions with more ease and less hassle. 

 “The new vehicles are a sufficient 
size to fit all of our equipment in and hold 
passengers that we may have to pick up,” 
said Capt. Jayson Spangler, Schinnen’s pro-
vost marshal. “We can also send soldiers on 
missions since we have two reliable vehicles 
to do that with.” 

 The vehicles couldn’t have come at 
a better time for the Schinnen MP’s either. 
Though the MP’s are supposed to get new 

vehicles approximately every three years, it 

had been over five years since the Schinnen 
police force were given new patrol cars. 

 “One of our previous vehicles had 
reached the end of its service date,” said 
Spangler. The other patrol car was in an acci-
dent and was no longer able to service the 
needs of the MP’s. 

 Though the silver SUV’s have all 
the equipment to carry out essential mission 
task, such as flashing lights and two-way 
radio’s, they’re still missing one important 
detail, the Schinnen Military Police mark-
ings. 

 “We expect to have the markings in 
the next month,” said Spangler. 

Schinnen MP’s step into the future with new vehicles 

By Timothy A. Gustafason 

 Shoplifting is a 
crime.  Most of us know this 
fact of life.  What many of us 
may not know, however, are 
the costly consequences of 
such criminal behavior. 

 First, the process:  
When a person is caught 
shoplifting, he or she is im-
mediately handed over to 
the Military Police (the 
MPs).  The shoplifter will be 
detained while the MPs call 
the Dutch Military Police, 
who will begin an investiga-
tion upon arrival.  The indi-
vidual may even be taken to 
a local police station for fur-
ther questioning.  Depend-
ing on the status of the indi-
vidual involved (i.e. service-
member, dependant, local 
national, etc.), the Dutch au-
thorities may or may not 
release jurisdiction.  If Dutch 
authorities do release juris-
diction, then American law 
governs.  If not, however, 
then the Dutch may prose-
cute under Article 310 of the 
Dutch Penal Code. 

 Second, the punish-
ment:  For soldiers, shoplift-
ing violates Article 121 of 
the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice.  The maximum 
punishment for taking prop-
erty worth $500.00 or less is 
a bad-conduct discharge, 
forfeiture of all pay and al-
lowances, and confinement 
for 6 months.  If the stolen 
goods are worth more than 
$500.00, though, then the 
potential punishment ratch-
ets up to a dishonorable dis-
charge and 5 years behind 
bars.  Granted, your Com-
mander will have the final 
say on your punishment, but 
is that pair of pants worth 
even a GOMOR or an Article 
15 on your record?  Is it 
worth your good reputa-
tion? 

 For civilians, on the 
other hand, the Dutch au-
thorities generally will not 
release jurisdiction.  There-
fore, you may very well find 
yourself left to your own 
defenses in Dutch court.  
Recently, a shoplifter was 

fined €130.00 by the Dutch 
authorities for stealing two, 
$1.99 day-planners! 

On top of that, cer-
tain administrative actions 
may be taken against you by 
the Garrison Commander.  
Army in Europe Regulation 
27-9 lists in detail what may 
happen to a civilian who 
receives individual logistic 
support (ILS) if he or she 
shoplifts.  To begin, the Gar-
rison Commander may im-
mediately suspend your ILS 
privileges to prevent further 
misconduct.  Upon comple-
tion of the investigation, the 
Garrison Commander will 
then decide upon an appro-
priate punishment.  Under 
the regulation, AAFES privi-
leges must be suspended for 
at least 6 months for a first 
offense.  This means no 
more Commissary, no more 
Burger King, and no more 
U.S.Government-subsidized 
gasoline.  Other potential 
punishments include: letters 
of reprimand, termination of 
employment for AAFES 

workers who shoplift, and 
denial of access to the Post 
itself.  Finally, multiple of-
fenses may result in the 
early return of family mem-
bers or tour curtailment. 

 Moreover, all per-
sons caught shoplifting must 
pay an administrative fee of 
$200.00 directly to AAFES.  
This fee is on top of the cost 
of the stolen item and is 
separate from other discipli-
nary action.  And parents, if 
it’s your minor child who’s 
involved, you will get the 
bill. 

 Third, the advice:  
When you stop and think 
about it, tax-free shopping is 
quite a deal.  Yes, bargain 
hunting can be fun and sales 
are always a crowd pleaser 
but the day-in, day-out dis-
count provided by the local 
AAFES establishments 
leaves little reason to com-
plain, and absolutely no rea-
son to steal.  Don’t shoplift; 
the consequences always 
cost more than the item you 
take. 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT – Thou Shalt Not Steal 

Spc. Jones, a USAG Schinnen MP, proudly prepares for 
patrol duty as he steps into one of the two new 2005 Ford 
Explore patrol trucks that Schinnen has recently acquired.  
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By: Michelle Sipes 

 The Schengen Agreement is an 
agreement between European states which 
allows for common immigration policies and 
a border system. The Schengen Agreement 
allows people who are legally present in 
European countries to move about freely 
without having to show passports when 
crossing internal borders.  Internal borders 
are defined as the national boundaries be-
tween the 15 full member countries taking 
part in the Schengen Agreement. 

 The 15 full member Schengen 
countries are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, 
Greece, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain and Sweden. All these coun-
tries except Norway and Iceland are Euro-
pean Union members. 

 Ireland and the United Kingdom 
never signed on to the Schengen Convention 
and have thus not ended border controls with 
other EU Member States.  For this reason all 
personnel still have to show their passports 
when traveling between the UK or Ireland 
and the rest of the EU. 

 A country is permitted to reinstate 
border controls for a short period if it is 
deemed in the interest of national security. 
This occurred in Portugal during the 2004 
European Football Championship and in 
France for the ceremonies marking the 60th 
anniversary of D-Day. It was used again by 
France shortly after the  London Bombings 
in July of 2005, and Finland briefly rein-
stated border controls during the 2005 World 
Championships in Athletics in August 2005. 

 USAREUR personnel traveling to 

Italy during the upcoming winter Olympics, 
10-26 February 2006, should be prepared for 
the revocation of the Schengen Agreement 
and the reinstatement of border controls.  If 
border controls are reinstated, personnel may 
be required to present a valid passport in 
order to gain entry into Italy.  Personnel 
should also expect delays at border crossings 
and transit points if the government of Italy 
increases anti-terrorism and safety measures 
in order to protect participants and visitors to 
the winter Olympics. 

 Germany will be hosting the 2006 
FIFA World Cup in June 2006.  Personnel 
traveling to Germany in June should be 
aware that border controls may be re-
established and should be prepared to present 
a valid passport when crossing the German 
border. 

Traveling Within Europe and the Schengen Agreement 

 

The Tri-Border Region Integrated Delivery System is presenting a one-day educational workshop on 
improving communication for couples.   

 

When: Saturday, 18 Mar 06 
Time: 0900-1630  

Where: at the Geilenkirchen NATO Air Base Chapel.  
 
  

Relationship breakdown is like the build-up before a mud slide.  Years of erosion underneath the ground’s surface can go unnoticed – until that final 
rainstorm hits.  This workshop is designed to help you protect your relationship from erosion, as well as regain any ground you may have lost. 

 

To sign up call 02451-99-3378.  Please sign up by 10 Mar 06.  Child care will be available, if requested by 10 Mar 06.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

*This workshop is not a therapy group or a sharing of personal concerns. 
 
 

Best Friends Forever 
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Leisure Activities ~ by Rita Hoefnagels   
Feb. 24-26: Garden Fair at Hippisch Center 
in Exloo (NL). Large fair where one will find 
lots of things for the garden like furniture, 
decorations and more. Entry: € 5; children 
(3-12 yrs) € 2. Open: Feb. 24, 2-10 p.m.; 
Feb. 25-26, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Mar. 2-5: The largest indoor garden fair in 
the Netherlands is “Tuinidee” in Brabanthal-
len, Den Bosch (NL). It features the latest 
trends for gardens. Entry: € 12; children (4-
12) € 5. Open: Mar. 2-3, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Mar. 4-5, 10 a.m. -6 p.m. 

Mar. 4-5: Large indoor Flea Market at Ahoy 
in Rotterdam (NL). Open: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. En-
try: € 3.50; children 12 and younger have 
free entrance.  

Mar. 9: Toto Concert at Ahoy in Rotterdam 
(NL). Tickets are about € 39. Tickets are sold 
at VVV (tourist offices); at 

www.ticketservice.nl or at the Ahoy cash 
registers. Concert starts at 8 p.m. 

Mar. 10-19: The European Fine Art Fair 
(TEFAF)  is a world-famous international art 
and antiques fair held at MECC in Maastricht 
(NL). Admission is € 40 (incl. catalogue); 
youth (12-18 yrs) € 10 (no catalogue). Cata-
logues cost € 20. Open daily 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
For more information visit: www.tefaf.com 
or call 0031-(0)43-3838383. 

Mar. 12 and Apr. 9: Indoor Antique and 
Curiosa Fair at Shopping Center on Palet 
Square in the center of Tilburg (NL). Open: 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Mar. 18-26: The Home Fair at RAI in Am-
sterdam (NL) is a fun shopping event featur-
ing the latest trends in fashion, living, food, 
work, recreation, cooking, household and 
cosmetics. Open daily 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Entry: 

€ 15; children (5-12) € 7. 

Mar. 20: St. Joseph Year Market with more 
than 500 stands throughout the center of Sit-
tard (NL). The market is more then 200 years 
old and an annual event. Open: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Mar. 23-May 19: The “Keukenhof”, the 
world’s largest flower garden near the city of 
Lisse (NL) is open again. The park owes its 
name to Countess Jacoba van Beieren who 
grew herbs and vegetables there for her 
kitchen. Nowadays, over six million flower 
bulbs provide beautiful scenic spots through-
out the park. Three large glass palaces are 
filled with tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and 
smaller flowers. The several flower shops in 
the park can mail bulbs to the U.S. for cus-
tomers. Open daily 8 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Entry is 
€ 12.50; children (4-11 yr) € 5.50; parking € 
5. For more information visit: 
www.keukenhof.nl.  

By Netherlands Law Center 

If Superman was faster 
than a speeding bullet, more pow-
erful than a locomotive and able to 
leap tall buildings in a single bound 
than a Power of Attorney (PoA) 
must also be from Superman’s 
home planet of Krypton.   

A PoA is one of the 
strongest legal documents that an 
individual can provide to another 
person.   

A PoA authorizes that 
other person (your “Agent”) can 
act on your behalf and carry on 
your personal business obligations 
in your absence.  The actions taken 
by your Agent--authorized by a 
PoA--are then legally binding on 
you. 

The need for a PoA 
comes when one is physi-
cally separated from one’s 
property or one’s business 
affairs yet those affairs 
continue to require man-
agement or attention.  An 
individual may grant an 
Agent the legal power to 
handle their business af-
fairs by employing a PoA 

as if the individual was ac-
tually present. 

There are two types of 
PoAs:  

 A General PoA and a 
Special PoA.  The respective titles 
fairly succinctly explain their pur-
poses and power. 

A General PoA author-
izes your Agent to act with respect 
to any matter.  Examples include 
withdrawing funds from your sav-
ings account, executing contracts, 
borrowing money and selling your 
home.  There is no limit to what a 
General PoA can achieve.  The 
document provides all your legal 
powers to the holder of that Gen-
eral PoA. 

A Special PoA is much 
more limited.  It limits the author-
ity of your Agent to achieve one or 
more certain or specific acts that 
are set forth within the 4-corners of 
the Special PoA document.  Exam-
ples include selling your car, ship-
ping your household goods or 
hold-baggage items or cashing a 
paycheck. 

Like Kryptonite to Su-
perman, PoAs have their weak-
nesses.  First, it is extremely im-
portant to whom you grant this 

general or specific power to act on 
your behalf.  Commercial entities 
and businesses that accept the 
document will treat your Agent the 
same as they would you--the gran-
tor.  Also, a PoA can theoretically 
last as long as you wish, but one 
should not make the document 
indefinite or permanent, especially 
a General PoA.  Generally, most 
state laws will only allow PoAs to 
carry a one-year effective limita-
tion. 

Additionally, PoAs are 
not fool proof.  In many states 
there are events that cannot be 
concluded with a PoA.  Examples 
include a Last Will and Testament 
execution and a marriage cere-
mony.  Please note that commercial 
businesses ARE NOT REQUIRED 
to accept a General PoA.  Some 
may only accept a Special PoA.  
Some, like the Internal Revenue 
Service, will only accept their ver-
sion of a PoA.  Other businesses 
may decline to accept a PoA docu-
ment altogether.  You may need to 
contact the business to determine 
their exact requirements. 

It is critically important 
to know how to terminate a POA 
document. The easiest way is to 
date it.  When the date arrives the 

document will cease to have legal 
authority to bind you legally.  A 
PoA will automatically terminate 
with the death of either yourself or 
your Agent.  You may always re-
voke a PoA before its deadline.  
However, this method is much 
more difficult and problematic.  
You are responsible for identify-
ing, notifying and providing the 
revocation to all commercial busi-
nesses and entities that relied on 
the original PoA document.  Very 
difficult and problematic to say the 
least.  Finally, there is absolutely 
no substitute to actually retrieving 
the PoA, and all copies and subse-
quently legally destroying them, 
i.e., tearing the document in two. 

As you can imagine, 
Powers of Attorney have a lot of 
power, some limitations and meth-
ods to terminate—similar to our 
friend with the blue suit and the red 
cape.  If you have legal issues that 
require super advice feel free to 
contact the super folks at The 
Netherlands Law Center at DSN 
364-6204 or Commercial 045-563-
6204. 

The Power of Your Power of Attorney 



USAG Schinnen  U S A G  S C H I N N E N   



Page 7  U S A G  S C H I N N E N   

 

FIRE PREVENTION:  

WHEN FIRE STRIKES: GET OUT! STAY OUT! 

 It is important that all family members are prepared and know what to do in case of fire.  

 Within a family it is important that parents sit down with their children and discuss what to 
do and how to do it. Get the priorities right.  

 Don’t let kids hide in closets or under beds. Discuss the options to get out. Let your kids 
draw a plan showing the ways out. Practice using the exits, go thru the motions.   

 Initially the first threat of a fire is the smoke development. More people die from smoke in-
halation than from exposure to fires. Stay low if there is smoke, the air is cleaner and visibility is 
better, making it easier to find your way out. Discuss and designate an assembly point. Agree on 
locations where to go to call the Fire Department. Never go back into a building that is on fire, 
STAY OUT!  

WHEN FIRE STRIKES: GET OUT! STAY OUT! 
 

  

WHEN THE ELECTRICITY GOES OUT:  

 Nearly everyone has experienced a power failure once ore twice. When this happens, the 
first thing to do is determine whether the problem lies in your homes’ system or is a utility outage.  

 If the whole house is out and it looks like your neighbors have lost power too, then call the 
DPW work order desk at 046-443-7215 during duty hours, and after duty hours PMO Schinnen at 
046-4437555.  
 If any of your home’s electrical power works, i.e.: receptacles or lights in anther room, the 
problem is generally caused by an overloaded circuit or loose wiring. If the problem occurred when 
someone was using a hair dryer, electrical heater or some other device that draws a lot of current, 
it was probably caused by a simple overload. If the circuit is overloaded, a circuit breaker could 
have tripped or a fuse could have blow.  

 Check the fuse box that serves the circuit. If the problem isn’t that simple, turn off or un-
plug everything from the troubled circuit. Then reset the breaker or replace the fuse. If the cir-
cuit blows immediately, there is probably a charred wire or defective in the circuit that will require 
replacement.  

 If it doesn’t blow, turn lights back on and plug in appliances one by one to check for the 
overload or short circuit. If the lights or receptacles still don’t work, there is probably a loose wire 
somewhere. For help DPW work order desk during duty hours and after duty hours call PMO 
Schinnen. 

Safety tips 
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 Army Emergency Relief (AER) is 
expanding their Spouse Education Assistance 
Program (SEAP) to the United States.  The 
Stateside SEAP is a need based education 
assistance program designed to provide 
spouses of active duty Army Soldiers and 
widowers of Army Soldiers who died while 
on active duty with financial assistance in 
pursuing their educational goals.   

 The purpose of the program is to 
assist spouses and widows in furthering their 
education to afford them increased occupa-
tional opportunities. 

 Financial assistance is provided as a 
GRANT and is awarded based on financial 

need as evidenced by income, assets, family 
size, special financial obligations and cir-
cumstances, with the maximum amount of 
$2,500 for  academic year 2006/2007. 

 The scholarships are awarded annu-
ally for up to four academic years to attend 
post secondary school full time as under-
graduate level students.  Second undergradu-
ate or graduate level courses are not in-
cluded.  The scholarship money can be used 
for tuition, books, supplies and fees and will 
be paid by AER directly to the college or 
university. 

 Applications will be available for 
downloading on AER’s Web Site, 

www.aerhq.org; at AER Sections; or by mail 
from HQ, AER as of February 6, 2006. 

 The deadline for receipt of com-
plete applications for the upcoming Aca-
demic Year (AY) 2006-2007 is May 22, 
2006.  Mailed applications and supporting 
documents must be received or postmarked 
by May 22, 2006 or earlier to be considered 
on time.  Additional information on this new 
program may be found on AER’s Web Site, 
within the Army Emergency Relief Officer’s 
Reference Manual (Education), at AER Sec-
tions, or by contacting HQ, AER, Mrs. Diann 
Evans at diann@aerhq.org. 

 

SEAP expands to United States 
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Are you pregnant, or a new parent? Then come to the Birth, Breastfeeding and Beyond child birth 
classes. Learn about labor and birth, infant nutrition, postpartum, and newborn care and safety. 
This six session series will be held twice through the months of March and April and June on Tues-

days and Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Schinnen Sports Annex Room. 

 

The dates are as follows:  

 

(1)March 21, 23, 28 & 30, April 4 & 6  

(2)June 13, 15, 20, 22, 27 & 29  
 

Call the New Parent Education and Support Program at ACS Schinnen to Register at 360-7335 or 
+31-46-443-7335 

Child Birth Class 
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Central Texas College is offering the following vocational-technical courses next term:   
 

♦ Fundamentals of Criminal Law,  
♦  Early Childhood Development 3-5 years.  

 

All are 3 credit hours, classroom based, and lead to an associate in Applied Science degree.   

 

Term IV registration is March 13 through the 24th at  

The Treebeek Education Center.    

 

Classes begin March 27th.  For these and other programs such as EMT,   

Contact the CTC Field  Representative for more information, DSN 364-6005, or visit the web site at  

https://www.europe.ctcd.edu.  

CTC VoTec Courses 


